6th Grade Course Descriptions
Performing and Visual Arts

Band I: Students develop foundational instrumental technique, foundational music literacy, and aesthetic musical
awareness through rehearsal, performance, and study of high-quality band literature. Instrumentalists work on the
fundamentals of music notation, sound production, instrument care and maintenance, and personal and group rehearsal
strategies. Public performances may serve as a culmination of specific instructional goals. Students may be required to
attend and/or participate in rehearsals and performances outside the school day to support, extend, and assess learning
in the classroom. This course may also require students to obtain a musical instrument (e.g., borrow, rent, purchase)
from an outside source.
Chorus I: Students begin and expand vocal technical, musical, and ensemble skills through rehearsal, performance, and
study of high-quality choral literature and also develop an appreciation of music from around the world and through
time. Public performances may serve as a culmination of specific instructional goals. Students may be required to attend
and/or participate in rehearsals and performances outside the school day to support, extend, and assess learning in the
classroom.
Orchestra I: Students focus on the development of instrumental technique, musical literacy, performance skills, and
increasing aesthetic awareness through study, rehearsal, and performance of a variety of high-quality orchestra
literature. Study includes the development of foundational instrumental ensemble techniques, performance skills, music
literacy, and aesthetic awareness. Public performances may serve as a culmination of specific instructional goals.
Students may be required to attend and/or participate in rehearsals and performances outside the school day to
support, extend, and assess learning in the classroom. This course may also require students to obtain a musical
instrument (e.g., borrow, rent, purchase) from an outside source.
Theatre I: Students learn the basics of building a character through such activities as pantomime, improvisation, and
effective speaking using articulation, projection, and breathing. Students also learn the importance of technical theatre
and explore the use of such elements as costumes, props, and scenery. Students practice writing for the theatre and
explore various theatre roles and functions. Public performances may serve as a culmination of specific instructional
goals. Students may be required to attend and/or participate in rehearsals and performances outside the school day to
support, extend, and assess learning in the classroom.
Technical Theatre: Design & Production: Students' work focuses on learning the elements of technical theatre, which
includes costumes, lighting, makeup, properties (props), publicity, scenery, and sound. Also important is students'
technical knowledge of safety procedures and demonstrated safe operation of theatre equipment, tools, and raw
materials. Public performances may serve as a culmination of specific instructional goals.
2D Art 1: Students explore media and techniques used to create a variety of 2-D artworks through developing skills in
drawing, painting, printmaking, and collage. Students practice, sketch, and manipulate the structural elements of art.
Investigation of artworks from Western and non-Western cultures provide a means for students to expand their
understanding and appreciation of the role of art in global culture. This course incorporates hands-on activities and
consumption of art materials.

World Languages
Beginning Spanish: M/J Spanish Beginning introduces students to the target language and its culture. Students will learn
beginning skills in listening and speaking and an introduction to basic skills in reading and writing. Also, culture,
connections, comparisons, and communities are included in this course.
Students taking this course in grade 6 may additionally complete both years of a foreign language for high school credit.

Career and Technical Education
Information & Communication Technology Essentials 1: This course introduces students to core concepts associated
with computers and their use. The content includes hands-on opportunities to explore various software applications,
including the creation of a template-based webpage and a basic computer program.
Project Lead the Way:
Semester 1, Introduction to Technology and Career Planning: The purpose of this course is to give students an
introduction to the areas of technology and to introduce students to the design and problem solving processes using
manipulative skills while working cooperatively with others in team activities.
Semester 2, Exploring Technology and Career Planning: The purpose of this course is to give students an
opportunity to explore the areas of technology and associated careers available in technical fields. Students will be given
the opportunity to solve technological problems while gaining an understanding of the effects of technology on our
everyday lives.
Physical Education or Dance
Physical Education:
Semester 1, Fitness-Grade 6: The purpose of this course is to provide students with the knowledge, skills, and
values they need to become healthy and physically active for a lifetime. This course addresses both the health and
skill-related components of physical fitness which are critical for students' success.
Semester 2, Comprehensive PE: The purpose of this course is to provide a foundation of knowledge, skills, and
values necessary for the development of a physically active lifestyle. The integration of fitness concepts throughout the
content is critical to student success in this course and in the development of a healthy and physically active lifestyle.
Dance 1: Students develop dance technique and movement vocabulary in two or more dance forms. In the process,
dancers demonstrate use of class and performance etiquette, analytical and problem-solving skills, and studio practices
in a safe dance environment. Students may be required to attend and/or participate in rehearsals and performances
outside the school day to support, extend, and assess learning in the classroom. Students in this class may need to obtain
(e.g., borrow, purchase) appropriate footwear and/or dance attire from an outside source.

Leadership
Latinos in Action: Latinos In Action (LIA) offers an asset-based approach to bridging the graduation and opportunity gap
for Latino students, working from within the educational system to create positive change. We accomplish this by
focusing on four pillars: leveraging personal and cultural assets, excelling in education, serving the community, and
developing leadership skills. For more information, please visit: https://latinosinaction.org/about-lia

